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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 
 

NMA releases the 2015 belg forecast 
According to the National Meteorological 
Agency’s 2015 belg (mid-February to May) 
season forecast, the rains are expected to 
start late and to have a near-normal 
cessation. Most of the belg-receiving 
areas will likely receive near-normal 
rainfalls, while pocket areas will 
experience below-normal rainfall 
performance.   This will negatively impact 
belg land preparation and planting, as well 
as water and pasture availability. The poor 
performance of the rains will also impact 
early planted meher crops in the north 
western part of the country.  
For more information, contact 
dadimoswon@yahoo.com    
     
 

Development of new camp sites is a priority  
South Sudanese refugees continued to arrive at an average daily arrival rate of 73 people 
last week. The refugee arrival rate has been gradually declining since August 2014. 
Gambella regional authorities have yet to endorse the two camp sites identified by ARRA: 
Koben site located at 43kms from Gambella town and a capacity to accommodate 50,000 
people; and Cholan site located at 18kms from the town, which can accommodate 
between 20,000-30,000 people. UNHCR and partners acknowledge the need to speedily 
develop new camp sites and to make the necessary preparations ahead of the next rainy 
season in May/June. South Sudanese refugees account for the biggest refugee 
population in the country with nearly 260,000 individuals, including 195,500 that arrived 
since December 2013. Meanwhile, the Eritreans are currently the fastest growing refugee 
population in the country, with 33,000 new arrivals registered in 2014; nearly half of them 
arrived during the last quarter of 2014. For more information, contact 
gegziabk@unhcr.org 

 
Relief food assistance update 
As of 3 February, only four of seven relief food rounds initially planned for 2014 were fully 
distributed. Of the 52,779MT allocated for the fifth round, 99 per cent was dispatched and 
93 per cent distributed as of the same date.  The distribution of the sixth round ration (see 
table below) started during the first week of January, with 25 per cent of the total 
allocation distributed so far.  

 

Region Beneficiary 
Allocated 
(MT) Dispatch status (%)

Distribution status 
(%)

Afar 155,368 2,952 93% 0%

Amhara 290,288 5,293 39% 50%

Oromia 1,102,775 19,400 55% 48%

Somali 1,067,552 18,353 25% 0%

Tigray 543,885 9,660 99% 13%

Total 3,159,868 55,658 53% 25%  
 Source: WFP 

 
The sixth round will be the bridging round for 2014. The 2015 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document is expected to be launched in the second week of February. For 
more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
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